
CALL FOR PAPERS 
 
VIIIth Conference of the AISV-IAVS (Association internationale de sémiotique 
visuelle, International Association for Visual Semiotics, Asociación 
Internacional de Semiótica Visual) 
 
 VIII International Association for Visual Semiotics-IAVS Congress will be held at İstanbul 
Kültür University between 29th May-2nd June. 

 Official languages of this congress are French, English and Spanish. 
 Proposals for papers are to be submitted before 8th January 2007. 
 Proposals (max. 200 words) are to be sent in RTF format. E-mail: semio07@iku.edu.tr 

 

Website: http://semio07.iku.edu.tr/ 
 
Cultures of visuality 
 

Nothing varies as much from one culture to another as the picture. We do not have to 
emphasize that the picture is, to a great degree, subject to changes in its structure, 
its styles and its technical means on the temporal as well as the geographical and 
social dimensions. But the diversity of the picture also pertains to the modes of its 
enunciation, its appropriation and its interpretation. And in the end, it is really in 
relation to the phenomenon of the picture in its totality that the cultural points of view 
diverge, as can be deduced from the anthropological, sociological, let alone 
theological, controversies which has over and over again stirred up the whole of 
humanity, even ignoring the debate on iconicity which for a long time dominated 
semiotics.  
 

In other words, the cultures of visuality are also a way of thinking on/with the picture.  
 

The VIIIth conference of the AISV-IAVS (Association internationale de sémiotique 
visuelle, International Association for Visual Semiotics, Asociación internacional de 
semiótica visual) will be devoted to this cultural variability of the picture and the ways 
in which it can be reflected upon. The aim of this call for papers is to incite all the 
members of the IAVS and all persons interested in visual semiotics as well as 
scholars involved with neighbouring disciplines (art history and theory of visual arts, 
cinema studies, museology, aesthetics, phenomenology, linguistics, cognitive 
science, information and communication sciences, archaeology, social anthropology, 
ethno-history, etc.) to participate in the present conference. 
 

In particular, we would like the following questions to be addressed: how is it possible 
for a universal and invariant perceptual apparatus to give rise to such divergent 
cognitive models? How can cultural specificities coexist with such a wide-extending 
communication? After having studied “global society as a picture society” (Sessions 
on visual semiotics organized by the AISV-IAVS in Lyon, July 2004), we will now 
attend to the contacts, the concurrencies and the interferences of the diverse cultural 
models of the picture. Moreover, we will attempt to confront the question which 
variability as such poses to semiotic science: how can we make allowance for the 
variability of the picture within a general theory of visual semiotics? In particular, how 
can we account for the evolution of visual signs having recourse to authentically 
semiotic means? And even more: how can we contribute to the constitution of a 
socio-semiotics or an anthropo-semiotics of visuality? 
 

The fact that this conference will take place in an European city in which there has 
earlier been wide-ranging debates on the icon and which forms a bridge between the 
Occident and the Orient will not doubt constitute a strong incitement for these 
discussions.  




