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Introduction 
 

The International Association for Visual Semiotics was created in Blois, France, 
in 1990. It gathers together specialists working in the field of visual semiotics. 
Earlier congresses of the Association has brought together scholars dedicated to 
visual phenomena coming from numerous institutions, notably in Europe, North 
America, Latin America, and Australia. The AIVS has fundamentally contributed to 
the debate on topics specific to visual semiotics, while at the same time 
participating in the common scholarly discussions which are at the core of general 
semiotics, thus promoting an interaction with related areas and guaranteeing an 
interdisciplinary approach which is essential to our speciality. 

Putting its emphasis on specific problems resulting from the discussion of image 
studies, iconicity, the visual and post-visual domains, the senses, and, more 
recently, the problem of imagery, visual semiotics has constituted itself as a 
specific space internal to general semiotics. 

 
 

The 7th Congress of the IAVS 
 

There were many different reasons for choosing the Mexico City Campus of the 
Technological Institute of Monterrey as the site of the 7th Congress of the AIVS, all 
having to do with the present state of visual semiosis. On the one hand, once the 
new technologies of the image were confronted with a humanistic critique, a 
dialogue arose about a certain number of common problems, such as how to teach 
a better use of different semiotic systems, the ways of controlling memory records 
by means of more and more sophisticated media, the ethics of the use of codes, 
etc. On the other hand, intersemiotic and transemiotic competencies have 
developed as a result of globalisation and the new forms of regionalism. Since 
these are problems which the Technological Institute of Monterrey has to confront 
daily, the 7th congress of the AISV will be able to profit from of an ideal space of 
reception. 

 
 

The principal objective 
 

The main objective of the congress is to stimulate a reflection on the records of 
memory and the actions deriving from them, which correspond to the active part in 
the structure of imagery. In particular, we will be interested in the projection of this 
imaginary unto such social processes as alphabetisation and in the way they are 
affected by the new global technological and the context provided by visual 
mediation. 

 



 
The general theme 
 

The very subject for the present congress constitutes a challenge that must be 
receptive to the concerns of present-day visual semiotics. It is for this reason that 
the 7th Congress puts its emphasis on two complementary actions which among 
them divide up the space of visuality: seeing and knowing. From this standpoint, 
memory, action, and projection can be seen as possible objects of study, which 
may give pause for reflection not only within visual semiotics but also in many other 
disciplines with which it shares some common preoccupations.  

Semiotics understands memory in a wide sense, as a movement toward the 
past, the present, and the future, and in its pragmatic dimension, as an action in 
the present and a projection towards the future. 

The theme chosen for the present congress permits us to follow several 
transversal roads of analysis, in which the aspect of applied semiotics comes to the 
fore. This is to say that a fundamental concern of the present congress is to 
investigate in what way visual semiotics is able to propose some answers to the 
problems of the contemporary world. 
 
 
Specific topics 
 

Some of the specific topics that will allow us to reflect on the dichotomy “seeing 
and knowing”  within the framework defined above are as follows: 

- Memory, vision, perception, cognition as semiotic processes 
- Theoretical and methodological models in visual semiotics: 

interdisciplinarity, transdisciplinarity 
- Representation: transformation, deformation, information 
- Models for semiotic production and reading 
- Semiotical production and usage in political discourse 
- Semiotics of identity 
- Semiotics, pragmatics, rhetoric 
- Lectures of the image in the city 
- Ethics of the image 
- Education in the media, education of the media: applied semiotics 
- Taxonomy of the images, visual knowledge: the scientific picture, the artistic 

picture, the journalistic picture, etc. 
- Image, memory and record 
- Video surveillance 
- The place of the spectator in present-day media 

 
 
Areas 
 

The areas which are relevant to applied semiotics are defined not only by the 
objects under study but also as a result of the methodological criteria by which they 
are delimited. Some of those areas are given below: 



- Architecture and urban space 
- Fashion and costume 
- Gesture and action 
- Film and television 
- Music 
- Colour 
- Musical semiotics and image 
- Arts: painting, sculpture, dance, etc. 
- Graphic arts and photography 
- Objects 
- Writing 
- Design 
- Semiotics of culture 

 
 
Modalities of participation 
 

There are different ways in which to participate in the congress which are 
defined by the  general structure of the congress. 

- Tutorials 
- Plenary lectures 
- Papers presented in oral sessions and round tables 
- Communications 
- Exhibitions 
- Posters 

 
 
Schedule 

- The congress will take place during 5 days, divided in 2 sessions each, from 
9:00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m., with a two hours break for lunch, from 1 to 3 p.m. 

- The main auditorium, which has facilities for videoconferences, will be used 
for the inauguration, tutorials, and the closing session. 

 
 

Sponsoring institutions 
- Technological Institute of Monterrey, Mexico City Campus 
- Alfonso Reyes chair 
 

Co-sponsoring institutions 
- National School of Anthropology and History 
- Intercontinental University 
- National School of Plastic Arts, UNAM (National Autonomous University of 

Mexico) 
- CIESAS 
- Azteca Television 
- UAM Xochimilco, Iztapalapa, Azcapotzalco 
- School of Philosophy and Literature, UNAM 



- General Archive of the Nation 
- National Museum of Anthropology and History 
- National Museum of Art 
- Institute for Anthropological Research, UNAM 
- School of Political and Social Sciences, UNAM 
- Amerindian Circle, Perusia, Italy 

 
Supporting institutions 

- Latin-American Federation for Semiotic Studies 
- Mexican Association for Semiotic Studies 
- University of Zulia, Venezuela 
- Javerian University, Colombia 
- Autonomous University of Puebla 
- Designis journal 
- Visio journal 
- Traduic journal 

 
Tentative program 
 
Tutorials 

- Umberto Eco 
- Roman Gubern 
- Paolo Fabbri 
- Jacques Fontanille 
- Jean-Marie Klinkenberg 
- François Jost 
- Francesco Casetti 
 

Plenary lectures 
- Göran Sonesson 
- Monica Rector 
- Marie Carani 
- José Enrique Finol 
- Lucrecia Escudero 
- Santos Zunzunegui 
- Charo Lacalle 
- Alfredo Cid 
- Ruggero Eugeni 
- Gerard Imbert 

 
Homages during the congress 

- Group µ 
- Juri Lotman 
- Jean-Marie Floch 

 



Honorary committee 
- Umberto Eco 
- Fernande Saint-Martin 
- Jacques Fontanille 
- Paolo Fabbri 
 

Academic committee 
- to be defined 

 
More information 
Organising committee: Dr. Alfredo Cid, president 
aljurado@itesm.mx 
men2582@iperbole.bologna.it 
 
(52-55) 5594-2749 
(52-55) 5483-2020, ext. 1364 
Cel. 044-55 5453-3885 
Fax: (52-55) 5483-2282 
 


