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Local information and tourism 
 

General information: 
A valid passport, with or without visa, depending on your nationality (inquire at the closest Embassy 
or Consulate), is required to enter Argentina. Visitors coming from countries not bordering 
Argentina are exempt from all taxes on travelling articles and new articles up to US$ 300 and an 
additional US$ 300, if purchased at duty free shops within the national territory. No vaccination 
certificate is required to enter the country, except for passengers coming from countries where 
cholera and yellow fever are endemic. 
 

The name Argentina:  
“Argentina” comes from the Latin term “argentum”, which means 
silver. The origin of this name goes back to the first voyages made by 
the Spanish conquerors to the Río de la Plata. The survivors of the 
shipwrecked expedition mounted by Juan Díaz de Solís found 
indigenous people in the region who gave them silver objects as 
presents. The news about the legendary Sierra del Plata –a mountain 
rich in silver– reached Spain around 1524. As from this date, the 
Portuguese named the river of Solís, Río de la Plata (River of Silver). 
Two years later the Spanish used the same name. The National 
Constitution adopted in 1853 included the name “República Argentina” 
(Argentine Republic) among the official names to designate the 
government and the country’s territory. 
 

Location, area and frontiers: 
Located in South America, and thus, in the southern hemisphere, 
Argentina has an area of almost 3.8 million square kilometers, 2.8 on 
the continent –approximately 54% are plains (grasslands and 
savannahs), 23%, plateaus, and the other 23%, mountains– and the 
remainder in the Antarctic. It is 3,800 km long and is located between 
latitude 22º and 55º. Its border with Uruguay, Brazil, Paraguay, Bolivia 
and Chile has a perimeter of 9,376 km, while the territory bordered by 
the Atlantic Ocean is 4,725 km long. 
 

Geography: 
Argentina’s main characteristic is the enormous contrast between the 
immense eastern plains and the impressive Andes mountain range to 
the west. This is the frontier with Chile and boasts the highest peak in 
the Western hemisphere: the 6,959 m high Aconcagua. 
From Jujuy to Tierra del Fuego, the Andes present marvelous 
contrasts: the Northwest plateaus, the lake region, the forests and 
glaciers in the Patagonia. 
To the north, Chaco is a forested area linked to rivers Bermejo, Salado 
and Pilcomayo. 
Between the Paraná and Uruguay rivers, the Argentina Mesopotamia 
(provinces of Entre Ríos, Corrientes and Misiones) is formed by low 
hills, where pools and marshlands evidence the ancient courses of 
these great rivers. In some places within the subtropical rain forest, 
there are fissures which provide such spectacular phenomena as the 
Iguazú falls. 
The Pampas, in the center of Argentina, is the largest and best-known 
area of plains. Agricultural and livestock activities are performed in 
this area, which includes the province of Buenos Aires, the northeast of 
La Pampa, the south of Córdoba and south of Santa Fe. To the south, 
the plains give way to small hills in Tandil and Ventania, and to the 
west, to the Córdoba hills. 

North: Salta, Jujuy
 

Northeast: Iguazú falls
 

West: Talampaya, Moon valley
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Towards the south, from the Andes to the sea, there appear the sterile 
and stony plateaus of Patagonia, swept by the wind during most of the 
year. The Atlantic coast, lined with high cliffs, forms massive 
indentations like the Peninsula Valdés, with its spectacular and unique 
colonies of sea animals. 
 
Weather:  
The country’s territory offers a wide variety of climates: subtropical in 
the North, sub-Antarctic in the southern Patagonia, and mild and 
humid in the Pampas plains. Media temperature from November to 
March is 23 °C, and 12 °C from June to September. 
 
Population: 
Argentina’s current population is of 40 million inhabitants, almost half 
of which live in the city and the province of Buenos Aires. Population 
density calculated on a national basis is 13 inhabitants per square 
kilometer. 95% of the population is white and most are descendants of 
Italians and Spaniards. As a result of the massive European 
immigration, the white and aboriginal half-castes were slowly reduced 
and at the present they amount only to 4.5% of the population. The 
pure indigenous population –Mapuches, Collas, Tobas, Matacos and 
Chiriguanos– amount to 0.5% of the population. 
 
Culture: 
Argentinean cultural roots are mainly European. This can be observed 
in its architecture, its music, literature and life style. It has an intense 
cultural life, festivities, exhibits, movie theatres, recitals and concerts. 
Buenos Aires has about 100 movie theatres and 90 theatres that offer 
a great variety of shows, this fact turns Buenos Aires into one of the 
richest cultural cities in Latin America. 

Buenos Aires city
 

West: Aconcagua
 

South: Whales in Valdés peninsula, 
Ushuaia, Perito Moreno glacier

 
Language and religion:  
Spanish is the official language of the Argentine Republic. In Buenos Aires, some “lunfardo” 
expressions –city slang– are used. 
There is complete religious freedom in Argentina, although the official religion is Roman Catholic. 
Other religions practiced in the country are Protestant, Jewish, Moslem, Greek Orthodox, Russian 
Orthodox, and others. 
 
Local currency and rate of exchange:  
The official currency in Argentina is the Peso. There are bills of 2, 5, 10, 20, 50, and 100 pesos, and 
coins of 2 pesos, 1 peso, and 50, 25, 10 and 5 cents. 
The exchange rate varies from 4.5 to 4.9 pesos per US dollar and from 5.6 to 5.8 pesos per Euro. 
 
Electricity: 
220 volts at 50 cycles. Many hotels provide adaptors for laptops and battery 
chargers. But it is recommended to bring your own adaptors to avoid any problem. 

 
Getting to Buenos Aires: 
All airlines flying to Argentina arrive at Ministro Pistarini (Ezeiza) International Airport, which is 35 
km away from the city of Buenos Aires. You can reach the city by Teniente General Ricchieri freeway 
(information: tel. 4480-9538). Please note that when leaving the country, a US$ 30.50 tax must be 
paid (unless it has been already added when you paid for your plane ticket). 
Company Manuel Tienda León (Av. Santa Fe 790, tel. 4314-3636) and Transfer Express (Florida 
1045, tel. 4312-8883) offer a bus service from their offices in Buenos Aires to Ezeiza airport from 
5:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. These services cost US$ 14 and US$ 11 respectively, and the trip takes 
approximately 40 minutes. There are also taxis and chauffeur-driven rented cars at a price between 
US$ 35 and US$ 38. 
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Getting around by plane:  
Due to the country’s large size, planes are best to travel long distances, and you can then take 
overland transportation to get to your final destination. Buying Airpass Visit Argentina or Discover 
Argentina in your own country, you’ll obtain more economical prices for flights within Argentina. 
Aerolíneas Argentinas, Austral, LADE and SW operate domestic flights. Domestic flights and flights 
to Uruguay depart from Jorge Newbery Airport, located to the north of the city, beside the Río de la 
Plata. 
 
Duration of domestic flights from Buenos Aires to:  
Puerto Iguazú 1 h 45 min San Carlos de Bariloche 2 h 20 min 
San Salvador de Jujuy 2 h 10 min Trelew 2 h 
San Miguel de Tucumán 1 h 50 min Mar del Plata  1 h 10 min 
Salta  2 h Río Gallegos 2 h 55 min 
Córdoba  1 h 15 min Ushuaia 3 h 20 min 
Mendoza 1 h 50 min El Calafate 3 h 15 min  
 
By bus:  
Buenos Aires bus station is located at Av. Ramos Mejía 1680 close to Retiro Station (tel. 4310-
0700). Long-distance buses are equipped with toilets, air conditioning and bar. 
 
City of Buenos Aires buses:  
There are more than 180 lines going through the city and providing connection with all districts. The 
service is available at regular intervals. Sometimes, streets may be blocked in the downtown area 
due to traffic jams. 
Hours: Bus service is available all day long but its frequency decreases after 12:00 in the nigth. 
Fare: AR$ 1.10 to AR$ 2, depending on distances. You need to have at least 2 or 3 AR$ in coins; the 
fare is paid to a machine in the bus; bus drivers don’t handle money or change.  
You can also buy the “Sube” card to travel by bus and metro. You can buy them at any metro stop. 
http://www.loscolectivos.com.ar 
 
City of Buenos Aires subway:  
This is the fastest and easiest way to reach your destination. The six subway lines are connected 
with the main avenues, railway and bus stations, and converge upon downtown, to the main tourist 
and hotel area. 
Maps showing the subway lines in different colors may be obtained at the ticket offices located in 
every station. Information boards showing each line routes and transfer stations between lines are 
available in all stations. These connections that allow passengers to use more than one line are 
called “combination”. 
The service runs Mondays through Saturdays, from 5:00 to 22:00, and Sundays and holidays from 
8:00 to 22:00.  
Fare: AR$ 2.50 per trip. It is possible to buy cards for a single trip, 2, 5 or 10 trips (the fare is just 
multiplied, no discounts are made, but you avoid queuing every time). 
http://www.metrovias.com.ar 
 
Taxis in Buenos Aires city:  
They can be requested by phone or you may call them on the street. Radiotaxis (provided with radio 
systems) are considered safer. There are a great number of taxis in the city –getting a taxi near the 
tourist areas is easy at any time of day or night. Usually, you will wait for no longer than a few 
minutes. 
Taxis can be easily recognized by their colors –black and yellow. In addition, a red light on the 
taximeter indicates that they are available. 
 
By train:  
Ferrobaires (Constitución Station, tel. 4304-0028 /31 /38); TBA (Retiro Station, tel. 4317-4407 /45); 
NOA Ferrocarriles SA (Retiro Station, tel. 4893-2244); Ferro Expreso Pampeano (Once Station, tel. 
4331-2702); Urquiza Railway (Federico Lacroze Station, tel. 4553-0044). 
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Car rental:  
All international car rental companies operate in Argentina. The following companies have offices in 
Buenos Aires: Ai Rent a Car International (Maipú 965, tel. 4311-1000), Avis Rent a Car (Cerrito 1527, 
tel. 4326-5542), Budget Rent a Car (Av. Santa Fe 869, tel. 4311-9870), Dollar Rent a Car (M. T. de 
Alvear 523, tel. 4315-8800), Hertz - Annie Millet Rent a Car (Paraguay 1122, tel. 4816-8001), 
Localiza Rent a Car (Maipú 924, tel. 4315-3661), Thrifty Car Rental (Av. Leandro N. Alem 699, tel. 
4315-0777). 
 
Shopping and payment methods:  
VAT return: At the airport you may obtain a VAT reimbursement corresponding to any purchases 
made within the country for an amount over 70 pesos (per invoice) and in shops operating with the 
“Global Refund” system. 
Although US dollars are generally taken everywhere, foreign currencies can be exchanged in banks 
and authorized bureaus. American Express, VISA, Diners and Master Card are widely accepted. There 
may be difficulties in changing traveler’s check outside Buenos Aires. 
 
Opening hours:  
• Banks and exchange bureaus: Mondays to Fridays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
• Business offices: generally from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
• Stores: in the big cities from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., although in the outskirts and the provinces 

they generally close at midday. Saturdays, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
• Cafés, cake shops and pizzerias: open most of the time except between 2:00 and 6:00 a.m. 
• Restaurants: lunch is servedays from 12:30 p.m. and dinner as from 8:30 hours. Fast-food 

menus are served in many restaurants at all times. 
• Tips: 10% of the amount of the check is usually left in cafeterias and restaurants. Doormen, 

porters, and ushers in cinemas and theatres are also generally tipped. 
 
Telephone:  
Pay phones work with legal tender coins. There are also stores with pay phones (open 24 hours a 
day) where you can pay in cash. Calling to Argentina from abroad, dial the country code (54) and 
then the area code of the place you want to call. For domestic calls, dial 0 before the area code. For 
international calls, dial 00, the country code and city code. Note that tariffs are reduced from 10:00 
p.m. to 8:00 a.m. 
 
Security and emergency phone numbers:  
Buenos Aires is a big city, so keep in mind the following recommendations, you will enjoy your stay 
without problems: 
• Keep your passport, air tickets and cash in your hotel. 
• Do not walk on lonely streets or parks at night and be careful with your belongings on public spaces. 
• Try to always call radio taxis on night time. 
Police: 101. Tourist Police Station: 0800-999-5000, or 4346-5748. General emergency: 911. 
 
Tourist information offices:  
Ministro Pistarini International Airport (Ezeiza): Ricchieri Highway km 22, Ezeiza.  
     Tel. (54-11) 5480-6111, www.aa2000.com.ar. 
Florida: Florida 100. Tel. (54-11) 4313-0187. Every day from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
San Martín Square: Florida and Marcelo T. de Alvear, Retiro. Mon to Fri from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Puerto Madero: Alicia Moreau de Justo (Dique 4) 200, Puerto Madero. Tel. (54-11) 4315-1265. 
Recoleta: Quintana 596, Recoleta. 
Retiro: Antártida Argentina Av. (Bus Terminal office 83), Retiro. Tel. (54-11) 4313-0187. 
 
Websites of interest:  
http://www.sectur.gov.ar National Secretary of Tourism 
http://www.bue.gov.ar Tourist information office of Buenos Aires city 
http://www.buenosaires.tur.ar Tourism site of the Buenos Aires province 
http://www.teatrocolon.org.ar Colón Opera House 




