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Minutes of the General Assembly of AISV/ IAVS, Lund, August 23, 2019 
 
The meeting is held in room H104 ("Hörsalen") at Lund University. The President, 
Göran SONESSON, declares the meeting of the General Assembly open at 5.45 p.m. 
 
The president specifies in the three official languages of the association (English, 
French, Spanish) that he will speak in English but that the information in the other 
languages will be displayed on the screen. The secretary general, Maria Giulia 
DONDERO, takes care of the minutes. The President declares that only participants 
who have paid the membership fee will be able to vote and intervene in the discussion 
(in one of the three official languages) and that each participant can only carry one 
procuration letter. Then, it shows the logo of the Association adopting the 
chromaticism of the Swedish flag, according to the custom of the association at each 
conference. 
 
1. Election of a President and of the Meeting Secretary 
 
The President outlines the agenda of the meeting and draws attention to two 
preliminary points: the first concerned the election of a chairman and a secretary of the 
meeting, the second (next point) the election of two people who will review, approve 
and sign the minutes of this meeting. The first two roles are assumed by the President 
and the Secretary General of IAVS. 
 
2. Election of two signatories of the minutes of this meeting 
 
SONESSON asks for two candidates non-members of the IAVS board willing to take 
on the task of reviewing and signing the minutes. Two volunteers raise their hands: 
Andréa ALEXANDER (University Bordeaux Montaigne) and Oscar MIYAMOTO 
(University of Tartu). They are elected by the assembly. 
 
3. Approval of the minutes of the General Assembly held at the Liège Congress 
(2015) 
 
The text of the minutes is presented to the assembly in the three official languages of 
the association. It unanimously accepted. 
 
4. Report of activities 
 
The president evokes the names of the organizers of the last congress held at the 
University of Liège (Sémir BADIR, Maria Giulia DONDERO, Jean-Marie 
KLINKENBERG, and François PROVENZANO), as well as the numbers of plenary 
conferences (15), round tables (4 with 20 participants) and other communications (69) 
at the conference, making up a total of 105 presenters and about 30 so-called passive 
auditors. He then shows a slide containing the corresponding numbers referring to in 
the previous congresses of the association since 2003. 
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Conferences 
Plenaries and 
papers 

Others Participants 

Mexico 2003 172 101 273 

Istanbul 2007 12 / 147 150 (+/-) 309 (+/-) 

La Coruña 2009 1 / 32 81 (+/-) 81 (+/-) 

Venice 2010 21 / 210 100 (+/-) 331 (+/-) 

Lisbon 2011 7 / 247 26 280 

Buenos Aires 2012 
21 / 292 

total 313 
78 391 

Liège 2015 15 / 89 30 105 

 
The President recalls the process that led him to propose the University of Lund (and 
its research centre) as the current organizer of the congress. He recounts the phases of 
the processes beginning with the proposal on the part of Alfredo CID JURADO, of 
Mexico City as the seat of this congress, his later renunciation of the task, and the 
decision of the team of Lund to take over. 
 
This point did not occasion any voting. 
 
5. Bank account and address of the account 
 
Göran SONESSON explains to the assembly the events of his visit to Paris in 2016 
when he went to the Bank of the Post with Maria Giulia DONDERO, General 
Secretary, and Everardo REYES-GARCIA, Treasurer, to initiate the procedure of 
changing the name of the Association (the originally given to the association in French, 
“Association Internationale de Sémiologie de l’Image”, that is, “International 
Association of Semiology of the Image”, still appears in the Journal Officiel des 
Associations et Fondations d’Entreprises - JOAFE) and to change the address of its 
bank account (Michel COSTANTINI, who was earlier the treasurer of the association, 
has long continued to ensure the maintenance of the account which is still connected 
to his home address). Unfortunately, the changes could not be made for lack of an 
official statement (i.e. the minutes) of the assembly of the Association of Visual 
Semiotics (AISV/IAVS) attesting by a unanimous vote to the desire of the members to 
go through with these changes. 
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It is therefore this assembly of August 23, 2019, at the University of Lund that will 
accomplish the task of formalizing the will of the assembly to change the name and 
address of the Association, and it is the vote of this assembly that will serve as a 
certificate when we return to the Bank of the French Post Office in order to change the 
name and open a new account. The new address will be established in France, and, 
more precisely, at the home address of the current treasurer, Everardo REYES-
GARCIA who lives in Paris.  
 
After discussion, everyone agrees that it is not convenient to associate the account with 
a university address. Andrea Alexander asks if there will be a P/O Box and Elizabeth 
Harkot-de-la-Taille asks if it might not be advantageous to open an account in a virtual 
bank. After testimonies relating to the experiences with these different solutions 
followed by discussion, the assembly agreed that these proposals cannot solve the 
current problem of the association. 
 
The assembly unanimously declares itself in agreement with these official changes 
(change of the name of the association and opening of the account in the name of the 
treasurer at the Banque Postale de Paris). 
 
6. Financial report 
 
The president passes the word to the treasurer, Everardo REYES-GARCIA. 
The accounts are displayed on the screen as follows: 
 
 

Items Date Expenses Income Sum in 
euros 

Balance  Sept 1, 2015   1699,41 
Remainder elsewhere Sept 1, 2015  360 2059,41 
Travel expenses José 
Luis Caivano 

Sept 1, 2015 1600  459,41 

Travel expenses 
Michel Costantino 

Sept 1, 2015 400  59,41 

Account at Banque 
Populaire in Mer, 
France, close by 
Michel Costantino 

Sept 1, 2015 59,41  0 

Membership paid in 
Liège by cash or 
check 

Sept 15, 
2015 

 1480 1480 

Travel expenses 
Isabel Marcos 

 286   

Congress registration 
Tiziana Migliore 

 250   
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Congress registration 
Rocco Mangieri 

 250   

Remainder July 1, 2019   694 
Membership 
payment in Lund 

August 23, 
2019 

  1802 

Remainder August 23, 
2019 

  2496 

 
The financial report is unanimously accepted by the assembly. 
 
7. Place of the next congress 
 
The President remind the members that, as the result of problems that have occurred 
at the occasion of the organization of the congresses for some time, and a discussion 
which continues in the board for several years, in particular in the meeting of the board 
in Liège, a text summarizing these concerns written by Secretary General Maria Giulia 
DONDERO, and Honorary President Jean-Marie KLINKENBERG was accepted by the 
board at the meeting via Skype of 25/9/2015, with the aim of ensuring good 
collaboration between the organizational committees of future conferences and the 
board of the association. There are three rules: 

 
1. The organization of the congresses of the association should be realized in 
collaboration between the local organizers and the board. In particular, the theme 
of the conference and the names of the guest speakers should be discussed with 
the board. 
 
2. It is to be hoped that most of the members of the bureau are present at each 
conference. Local organizers and board members should make every effort to 
make their situation financially sustainable. In different countries, the situation 
may have to be solved in different ways. It is not mandatory for the members of 
the bureau to be selected as plenary speakers. 
 
3. To run for president, one must have been elected vice-president or secretary 
general for at least one earlier term. 

 
Following the presentation of these regulations adopted in September 2015, the 
President gives the floor to the representatives of the two teams presenting themselves 
as candidates for the organization of the 2021 conference: the Paragraphe laboratory 
at the University Paris 8 and the MICA at the University Bordeaux-Montaigne. 
 
Everardo REYES-GARCIA, representative of the first laboratory, takes the floor and 
explains the benefits of organizing the next congress in Paris and in particular at Paris 
8, which was the university of famous thinkers such as Foucault, Deleuze and other 
major contemporary names such as Rancière and Badiou. He also points to the seminar 
that is held in at Paris 8, under the responsibility of Denis Bertrand and Michel 
Costantini (the GASP8 - Semiotic Activities Group of Paris 8) and which brings 
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together several young researchers. In addition, Paris 8 is part of a network of doctoral 
students in Paris, the RD-GPS (Doctoral Network - Grand Paris Semiotics), under the 
responsibility of Juan Alonso (Paris V) and Bernard Darras (Paris-Sorbonne). Everardo 
REYES-GARCIA states that the specialty of the Paragraphe laboratory is the relation 
between aesthetics and contemporary technologies. Then he explains the possible 
logistics (the hotels on line 13 will be privileged), a possible date of Congress (June 
2021) and opens the floor for any questions. 
 
Göran SONESSON asked Everardo REYES-GARCIA to inform the assembly about the 
funds available to Paris 8 for the organization of the congress. Mr REYES-GARCIA 
lists several possible sources of financing such as EUR ARTEC. 
 
Mr Sergey KULISHOV poses a question of the Scopus level of the conference and 
raises the problem of the congress proceedings, with reference to their level of 
recognition with respect to parameters such as the Web of Science and Scopus. 
Everardo REYES-GARCIA replies that he cannot pronounce himself on this issue for 
the moment and that in any case the issue of conference proceedings will be discussed 
at a later point on the agenda. 
 
As there are no further questions, Göran SONESSON invites Mrs Anne BEYAERT-
GESLIN to take the floor and introduce the Bordeaux-Montaigne team. She begins her 
presentation by presenting the New Aquitaine region, the tradition of winemakers 
known throughout the world, the literary heritage of the region as well as the multiple 
offer of museums and cultural activities. She also shows the photos of the new Cité du 
Vin and the Darwin wasteland and other alternative places that offer new living spaces 
for the thousands of students at her university. She specifies that in Bordeaux-
Montaigne the number of students is approximately 17.000. The specialty of this 
university is the humanities (philosophy, history, geography, arts, languages) and the 
specialty of MICA is more precisely the relationship between communication and art. 
The place of semiotics in MICA is quite recent; it is therefore more of a challenge than 
a well-established tradition. The strength of MICA resides especially in its 
international networks. Mrs BEYAERT-GESLIN continues by proposing as a possible 
theme "the omnipresence of pictures" and as a date the end of June 2021. But the date 
will have to be fixed later in relation to the dates of major exhibitions (e.g. Vinexpo), 
which mobilize all hotels. 
 
Jean-Marie KLINKENBERG takes the floor before the vote to say that the next 
convention will have to take place outside Europe, to keep the balance between the 
different zones and the different stakeholders of the Association 
. 
Elizabeth HARKOT-DE-LA-TAILLE takes the floor to explain why, in spite of her 
earlier suggestion, she cannot apply for the next congress to be held in Sao Paulo at 
the university where she is a professor, the USP. She recalls the current political 
situation in her country where President Bolsonaro has said that he wants to stop much 
of the funding for the human sciences. In a situation as uncertain as that of her country, 
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Mrs. HARKOT-DE-LA-TAILLE cannot foresee what will happen in the coming years 
and thus cannot engage herself to organize a conference. 
 
After this declaration, the assemble proceeds to vote. Maria Giulia DONDERO and 
Everardo REYES-GARCIA give the results: Bordeaux receives 14 votes, while Paris 
receives 10. The assembly applauds Anne BEYART-GESLIN and her team and wish 
her good luck in the preparation of the next conference in 2021. 
 
 
8. Publications of earlier Conference Proceedings 
 
The president recalls that the proceedings of the conference held in Buenos Aires in 
2013 has not been the subject of a publication proper. He posted on the screen the cover 
of the book of abstracts of the 2013 conference which contains 167 pages and is 
available on the website of the IAVS. Göran SONESSON also reported to the assembly 
that the organizers of the conference in Argentine have received 193 papers, but they 
have not had sufficient resources to edit them. According to the prior announcement, 
there should have been an online publication of all the papers, and a third of selected 
articles were to be published in print. 
 
The President hands over the floor to the main responsible for the proceedings of the 
Liège conference in 2015, Maria Giulia DONDERO, who proceeds to show the front 
page of the bilingual FR/ENG journal she directs, Signata – Annales des Semiotics/ 
Annals of Semiotics. One issue of this journal bearing the title Image et connaissance/Image 
and Knowledge consists of 15 articles selected from the papers of the Liège conference. 
The number 10 of Signata is available online as open access at this address: 
: https://journals.openedition.org/signata/1966. 
 
Ms. DONDERO reports that she has received 36 papers and that 11 of these were 
rejected in the peer-reviewing process. She specifies that the 15 papers published were 
classified into four sections: Epistemologies, The scientific image between 
experimentation and popularization, Heuristics and aesthetics and technologies. She 
thanks the members of the editorial theme for this issue: Sémir Badir, Jean-Marie 
Klinkenberg, Thierry Lenain, François Provenzano and Göran Sonesson. 
 
 
9. Publication of the Lund Conference Proceedings 
 
The president considers that Signata could be an excellent platform also for the 
publication of a selection of papers from this conference. He notes that the journal 
VISIO which was an essential publication outlet for the association in its beginning 
unfortunately went out of existence many years ago. He invited the assembly to 
consider possible solutions for the future, including an online publication of VISIO 
which will be considered later in the agenda. 
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10. The website of the association and the digitization of VISIO 
 
Göran SONESSON reminds the audience that the present website of the Association 
was created by the former president José Luis CAIVANO. The web address of the site 
is: www.aisviavs.wordpress.com. The association also has an email address: 
aisv.iavs@gmail.com. The president goes on to say that the association one wishes to 
renew the design and operation of the site beyond what is possible using WordPress, 
one may consider the services of ONE.COM, a company that only demands 240-336 
SEK per year. 
 
Isabel MARCOS takes the floor to express the opinion that, as we are an association 
specialized in the rhetoric of the visual, we should have a site worthy of our 
competences. She suggests using WIX or WordPress (the latter is already our domain). 
 
After a short discussion, the assembly decides to assign responsibility for the possible 
new website to a working group consisting of Anna CABAK REDEI, Isabel MARCOS 
and Everardo REYES-GARCIA. 
 
The assembly then proceeds to consider the question of the digitization of the old 
issues of the journal VISIO, which some members of the association possess in their 
entirety (Göran SONESSON, Anne BEYART-GESLIN and Michel COSTANTINI, for 
example). The assembly decides after a quick discussion that the digitized journal 
should be made available to everyone, and not only to the members of the association. 
Everardo REYES-GARCIA offers to take care of the technical work, Göran SONESSON 
adding that he may be able to scan any issue of VISIO which is not already available 
to Everardo REYES-GARCIA. Samuel SZONIECKY of Paris 8 takes the floor to say 
that he is also available to take care of digitalization, and that Paris 8 offers financial 
resources for digitization activities exclusively in the case of open access publications. 
The Paris 8 Digital Library, Octaviana, is willing to support this work 
. 
The question arises as to the possibility of considering a new series of VISIO 
publications (VISIO New Series) as well, but we are aware of the difficulty of 
managing an online journal that meets the contemporary criteria for high-ranked 
journals. Éric THIVANT and Fred ANDERSSON are available to consider this track. 
GÖRAN SONESSON and SARA LENNINGER also express interest in participating in 
this project. 
 
11. Publications of AISV members 
 
The president reported on recent publications of which the members of the board are 
authors or directors: number 10 of the already mentioned journal Signata, available 
online (https://journals.openedition.org/signata/1966); the book Syncretic Discourses. 
Visual poetry, comics, graffiti, directed by Sémir BADIR, Maria Giulia DONDERO and 
François PROVENZANO in 2019; the number 47 of the magazine Médiation et 
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Information (MEI), directed by Pierluigi BASSO, Marion COLAS-BLAISE and Maria 
Giulia DONDERO, bearing the title La communication à l’épreuve du geste 
numérique, also in 2019, partially available online at this address: https://www.mei-
info.com/revue/47/ and in full version in bookstores at L'Harmattan. The president 
continues with the following list: Everardo REYES-GARCIA's book, The Image-
Interface: Graphical Supports for Visual Information, published in 2017, and the thematic 
issue of Semiotica with the title Meaningful Data/Données signifiantes, directed by Dario 
COMPAGNO and Matteo TRELEANI in 2019, in which appears a paper by Maria 
Giulia DONDERO, as well as one written in collaboration by Everardo REYES-
GARCIA and Göran SONESSON. This number is partially available at this address:  
https://www.degruyter.com/view/j/semi.2019.2019.issue-230/issue-
files/semi.2019.2019.issue-230.xml. 
 
The president then proceeds to show the cover of the latest issue of the journal 
Cognitive Semiotics, directed by GÖRAN SONESSON, which focuses on metaphor, 
including visual metaphor (https://www.degruyter.com/view/j/cogsem? lang = 
en). Finally, Göran SONESSON shows the cover of an anthology of his articles 
translated into Chinese, entitled Cognitive Semiotics. A phenomenological Approach to 
Nature, Culture and Other Meanings, to be published in October 2019. He concludes by 
showing the table of content of a forthcoming issue of the journal Semiotica entitled The 
Making of Them and Us. Cultural Encounters Conveyed Through Pictorial Narrative, 
directed by Göran SONESSON, Sara LENNINGER & Anna CABAK REDEI. 
 
After each publication mentioned by Göran SONESSON, the authors present take the 
floor to give additional information. 
 
12. Election of officers 
 
Before proceeding to the elections, the president recalls the regulations concerning the 
distribution of positions within the board, as they were decided at previous general 
meetings and displays on the screen the following slide: 
 
"The elected board should consist of 7 vice-presidents, in addition to the president and 
the secretary general.  

a) These vice-presidents will be divided according to the current geography of the 
visual semiotics activity.  

 
(i) At least two of these persons shall be attached to institutions located in 

Latin America, at least two should be attached to institutions located in 
Europe, one should be attached to institutions located outside these 
areas. The sixth and seventh members should be the candidates who 
have received the most votes, once the 5 positions described above have 
been filled. If there is no candidate corresponding to the description of 
these 5 positions, the candidates who have received the largest number 
of votes will be elected.  

(ii) (ii) A country shall not have more than one elected vice-president. 
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b) The board elected will appoint the treasurer of the association, if necessary, 
outside the group of elected members, and it will include the organizer of the next 
conference. " 

 
The president observes that this year's elections are easier than at previous occasions, 
for reason that will become apparent. He also reminds the assembly that candidatures 
were open until the day before the election, and that the presentation of any candidacy 
supposes the candidate to be a member of the association, which supposes that he or 
she has paid the current membership fee no later than the day before the assembly. He 
also observes that each participant in the assembly is only allowed to carry one vote 
by procuration. 
 
He goes on to suggest that the trio which has been in charge for the last four years 
(himself as president, Maria Giulia DONDERO as secretary general, and Everardo 
REYES-GARCIA as treasurer) has worked well. To facilitate the election, he suggests 
that the trio should be re-elected as an ensemble. 
 
The assembly supports this option. 
 
The president goes on to say that three of the former vice-presidents have not 
expressed any wish to be re-elected this time: they are Alfredo CID JURADO (Mexico), 
Rengin KUCUKERDOGAN (Turkey), and Rocco MANGIERI (Venezuela). Göran 
SONESSON is pleased to inform the assembly that there are three new candidatures. 
Rima HARFOUCHE (Lebanese University, Lebanon), 
Gunnar Sandin (University of Lund, Sweden),  
and Juan Carlos MENDOZA (Colombia). 
 
Since there are three vacant posts, and there are three candidatures, which happen to 
fulfil the requirements specified in the rules announced earlier, the president notices 
that there can be no competition, and thus suggest that we should accept the three 
candidates. 
 
The assembly votes unanimously to accept the proposal and applauds the new board, 
which will thus consist of the following members: 
 
President: Göran SONESSON (Sweden) 
Secretary General: Maria Giulia DONDERO (Belgium) 
Treasurer: Everardo REYES GARCIA (France) 
Vice-Presidents representing Europe: 
Anne BEYAERT-GESLIN (France) 
Isabel MARCOS (Portugal) 
Vice-Presidents representing Latin America: 
E. HARKOT-DE-LA-TAILLE (Brazil) 
Juan Carlos MENDOZA (Colombia) 
Third zone: 




