
AISV/IASV, International Association for Visual Semiotics 
Minutes of the General Assembly during the 10th Conference of the International Association 
for Visual Semiotics held in Buenos Aires, September 6, 2012 
 
The Assembly was held in the Aula Magna at the site of the conference, the Faculty of Law at the 
University of Buenos Aires, on September 6, 2012, from 8:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. Before the initiation 
proper of the General Assembly, the rules for voting and interventions were shown on the screen, and 
it was established that there were five procurations for the elections (the person represented 
mentioned first and the person holding the procuration afterwards): Jappy (Sonesson), Marcus 
(Klinkenberg), Ledesma (Guerri), Margarida Amaro (Marcos), Teresa Vazques Mora (Mangieri). 

According to a now well-established tradition of the association, the General Assembly in its 
totality was conducted in the three official languages of the Association, the English, and in part the 
Spanish version, being presented by the secretary general Göran Sonesson. The president, Jean-Marie 
Klinkenberg, read the agenda, which was accepted with one difference, the first point, the approval of 
the minutes of the last conference, being reported to after the report of activities. 

 
1. Approval of the minutes of the General Assembly held in Venice (2010) 
The text was read in the 3 official languages of the Association. No comments were made, and the 
minutes were adopted unanimously. 
 
2. Report of activities 
The president reiterated once again the problem involving the weak presence of the Association 
during periods between conferences, but this time was able to point to a number of publishing 
initiatives which, in a way, bridged the distance between the conferences: the three volumes (counting 
the CD) from the Venice conference (“Retorica del visibili”), several issues of the review “Visibili”, 
as well as a number of books being the imprint of the IASV: apart from the publications of the Venice 
conference, the book “Sémiotique visuelle: nouveaux paradigmes”, edited by Michel Costantini (an 
updated version of something which was originally meant to be an issue of the journal VISIO), as 
well as some books by Tiziana Migliore and Jean-Marie Klinkenberg. He also pointed to the regional 
conference taking place in Lisbon in 2011, organized by Isabel Marcos. 

Also on the positive side is the fact that the continued existence of the association now seems 
assured, which is important in view of the languishing of the association about a decade ago. The 
internal problems of the association opposing different geographical and theoretical domains now 
seems to have become less acute, and the scientific quality of the participating scholars is clearly on 
the rise. 

Comparative figures of participation at our conferences were presented: as for the presentations 
respectively in Mexico 2003, Lyon 2004, Istanbul 2007, La Coruña 2009, Venice 2010, Lisbon 2011, 
and Buenos Aires 2012, they were: 172, 120, 147 (with 12 plenary lectures), 32, 231 (with 21 plenary 
lectures), 254 (with 7 plenary lectures), and 313 (with 174 oral presentations, 86 printed posters, 32 
digital posters and 21 invited lectures); as for other participants they were: 101 ? (impossible to 
determine due to the integration of the IASV congress into the IASS congress in 2004), 150, 81 et 100 
(an estimation) 26 and 78, giving a total of 273 for Mexico and 297 for Istanbul, as well as a total of 
81 for La Coruña, 331 for Venice, 280 for Lisbon, and 391 for Buenos Aires [exact numbers for 
Buenos Aires added after the GA]. 

Without wanting to anticipate the conclusions of the present congress, Jean-Marie Klinkenberg 
thanks and congratulates the local organizing committee, an enthusiastic, generous and plentiful team 
that worked with professionalism. He also noted that a good collaboration between the members of 



this organizing committee and the members of the executive committee allowed a very good 
evaluation of the abstracts presented, which contributed to the general quality of the meeting and to 
the homogeneity of the contributions. 

Finally, Jean-Marie Klinkenberg declared that he was going to step down as president after this 
conference. He thanked all members for the trust the had put in him during the periods of his 
presidency, and in particularly, he thanked those who had organized conferences during these periods, 
as well as the secretary general. 

The report of activities was approved unanimously.  
3. Financial report 
The accounts were projected on the screen, as they read as follows (given in Euros): 

 
This account does not contain the fees paid during the conference.  
The financial report was approved unanimously. 

 
4. Website of the association 
For the same reasons that, after our last conference, the website had to be transferred from Lund 
University to the University of Venice, that is, a change of policy regarding the disposition of web 
pages at the university server, the site of the association has been be transferred again. It is decided to 
transfer the site this time to Argentine.  
It was also noted that the association now has its own e-mail address: aisv.iavs@gmail.com 
 
5. The journal VISIO 
For different reasons, the publication of the review VISIO has been suspended. At the moment of our 
last conference in Venice, one of the issues prepared for publication of the defunct review VISIO was 
published as a book, edited by Michel Costantini, L’Harmattan (Paris) in the collection EIDOS, with 
the additional mention of the formula “VISIO Library. Official organ of the IASV” (on page 2, 
written in the three official languages). As decided in Venice, a few publications, including 



conference papers, have now been published by different editors and within different collections 
depending but with this mention (see point 2 above). 

However, while this procedure resolves the problem of the issues already prepared, it leaves the 
association without its official review and it supposes complex negotiations before each individual 
publication. Nothing come of the proposal made by Tiziana Migliore at the Venice conference that the 
review might be published by the LUSaV in Venice. As in Istanbul and Venice, Göran Sonesson 
suggested the review could be transformed into an electronic publication, or, as it is nowadays called, 
“an open access” publication. The general assembly left the question open for further discussion by 
the bureau. 
 
6. Election of the bureau 
Before elections take place, the rules for the composition of the bureau are shown on the monitor. The 
candidates were as follows:  
Président / President / Presidente: José Luis Caivano (Argentina) 
Secrétaire général exécutif / General secretary / Secretario general: Göran Sonesson  (Sweden) 
Vice-président(e)s / Vice-Presidents / Vicepresidentes :  
Eduardo Peñuela Cañizal (Brazil) 
Maria Giulia Dondero (Belgium) 
Tiziana Migliore (Italy) 
Alfredo Cid Jurado (Mexico) 
Rengin Kucukerdogan (Turkey) 
Isabel Marcos (Portugal) 
Rocco Mangieri (Venezuela) 
Lynn Bannon (Canada) 
 
There were 32 votes in all, all of them valid.  

 
The following officers were elected for the term from 2012 until the next conference in 2015: 
President: José Luis Caivano (Argentina) 
General Secretary: Göran Sonesson (Sweden) 
Vice-Presidents: Alfredo Cid Jurado (Mexico) 
Maria Giulia Dondero (Belgium) 
Rengin Kucukerdogan (Turkey) 
Eduardo Peñuela (Brazil) 
Rocco Mangieri (Venezuela), Tiziana Migliore (Italy) 
[Lynn Bannon (Canada) was later co-opted by the bureau as treasurer/assistant secretary] 
 

7. Proposition to elect as honorary president 
The president suggested that Michel Costantini, who leaves the bureau at this conference after having 
been a part of it ever since the foundation of the association, should be elected honorary president. 
Since the current president himself is also leaving the bureau during this conference, it was suggested 
that he, too, should be made a honorary president. Both proposals were approved unanimously 
 
8. Place of the next congress 
There is an elaborate proposal presented by Maria Guilia Dondero and Simon Badir for having the 
next conference in Liege, which is well received. However, the logistic reasons, this conference 
cannot be organized before 2015, which means there will be distance a three years between the 



conference, which is contrary to ordinary procedure. Eduardo Peñuela suggest a conference could be 
organized in Brazil already in 2014, but since there is no detailed proposal, the assembly gives him a 
two-month respite to come in with such a proposal. Tiziana Migliore suggests that, in between the 
conference in Buenos Aires, and the conference in Liège, a local conference could be held in Urbino, 
following the formula developed by Isabel Marcus in Lisbon. The assembly takes a positive view of 
all proposals, but delegate further discussion to the bureau. 
 
9. Publication of the proceedings 
José Luis Caivano informs the assembly that all papers will be made available online, and that later 
on a selection of articles (between 50 and 100) will be published in a book. 
 
10. Other issues. 
There is a discussion about change of logo, adapted from the version used at the Buenos Aires 
conference. Sonesson points out that an English version of the logo must then also be created. Rocco 
Mangieri suggests that Portuguese should be made into the fourth international language of the 
association. Others think that a fourth international language will only complicate proceedings 
further. There is no vote on the proposal 
 
The president closes the session of the Assembly at 11:30 p.m. 
 
 
Göran Sonesson 
Secretary general 
 
 


